
Jeffrey Szabo Among Slate of New Officers Named

By the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies

The Association of Metropolitan Water Agen-
cies at its 2022 executive management con-
ference named Suffolk County Water Author-
ity Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey Szabo as 
its new treasurer among its appointments for 
new board members and officers.

Szabo, SCWA’s CEO since 2010, previously 
served on AMWA’s Board of Directors and 
serves as chairman of the organization’s Leg-
islative Committee. As SCWA CEO, Szabo 
spearheaded the creation of the Long Island 
Commission for Aquifer Protection, the de-
velopment of SCWA’s first strategic business 
plan and the overall effort to make SCWA 
more accountable to its customers, more ef-
ficient, more sustainable and more transpar-
ent.

Szabo also serves on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s National Drinking 

Water Advisory Council (NDWAC). NDWAC 
is a federal advisory committee that provides 
the EPA with advice and recommendations 
related to the national drinking water program.
“I am honored to be named to this key office 
for an organization that is at the vanguard of 
national drinking water supply issues,” Sza-
bo said. “I look forward to continuing to help 
AMWA represent the interests of large water 
suppliers from all around the country.
“AMWA is thrilled to welcome such a diverse, 
knowledgeable, and enthusiastic group of 
leaders who have demonstrated their com-
mitment to providing high-quality, safe, and 
affordable drinking water to all communities,” 
said AMWA CEO Tom Dobbins, CAE, in a 
press release issued by the organization. “I 
look forward to working with this board as 
they provide excellent thought leadership and 
expertise to inform and guide that work to so-
lidify AMWA’s position as leaders in water.”

The Association of Metropolitan Water Agen-
cies is an organization consisting of the larg-
est publicly owned water utilities in the United 
States. AMWA is the voice of metropolitan 
water systems on federal water policy issues, 
and its programs foster sustainable, innova-
tive utility management.

The Suffolk County Water Authority is an in-
dependent public-benefit corporation operat-
ing under the authority of the Public Authori-
ties Law of the State of New York. Serving 
approximately 1.2 million Suffolk County resi-
dents, the Authority operates without taxing 
power on a not-for-profit basis.
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SCWA CEO HONORED WITH NATIONAL APPOINTMENT

SCWA Chief Executive Officer Named Treasurer 
Of National Drinking Water Organization

SCWA’s CEO Jeffrey Szabo
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Water system serves approximately
200 people in northwest Shelter Island

The Shelter Island Town Board approved a long-term 
agreement in 2022 tapping SCWA to manage the West 
Neck Water District for the next 40 years. The town’s only 
public water system serves approximately 200 residents in 
the northwest corner of Shelter Island.

Town Board members and water district officials began 
discussions with SCWA in 2019, after the retirement of the 
long-time operator who completed 40 years of dedicated 
service. In addition to managing the day-to-day operations 
of the district’s three 25 gallons-per-minute public supply 
wells, SCWA plans to add a fourth 25 GPM well, replace 
the neighborhood’s water distribution network including in-
stalling new water meters, and make improvements to its 
electrical system. In total, SCWA has committed $1.7 mil-
lion in improvements for West Neck Water District. 

Calling the partnership “historic,” Shelter Island Town En-
gineer Joseph Finora said the upgrades will bring West 
Neck Water District into compliance with state and federal 
drinking water regulations, conserve groundwater through 
the reduction of leaks and losses and serve as a lens into 
the aquifer through extensive water quality testing and 
monitoring. 

“I’d like to thank the Town Board and Supervisor Siller for 
making this commitment to enhance our water system, 
and for choosing to address our infrastructure issues with 
a sustainable and cost-effective approach,” added Finora. 

SCWA’s in-house standards for water quality are often 
more protective than state or federal regulations. SCWA’s 
state-of-the-art laboratory located in Hauppauge currently 
tests for 414 compounds, which is 265 more than required 
by regulators. 

“We have what I consider the best public water company 
in America,” said SCWA Board Chairman Patrick Halpin. 
“Our job is to make sure the people of Suffolk County have 
the highest quality drinking water possible, at the most af-
fordable rates, and you can’t compromise quality.”

Halpin praised Shelter Island Town Supervisor Gerry 
Siller, the Town Board, and West Neck Water District offi-
cials for keeping an open mind during discussions, and for 
doing their due diligence on the long-term management 
agreement. 

“You really dug into this and asked all the critical ques-
tions,” Halpin said. “This is a partnership with all the citi-
zens of the West Neck Water District as well as the Town 
Board, and I can assure you that every commitment that’s 
been made by SCWA will be fulfilled.” 

“The Town of Shelter Island is pleased to begin this new 
partnership with SCWA and for their efforts to understand 
our unique community,” said Siller. “As a town, we have, 
and will continue to invest in critical infrastructure like the 
West Neck water system to ensure sustainable, high qual-
ity drinking water for all islanders. We are very thankful to 
the West Neck Water Board for their many years of dedi-
cated service to the community and for the participation 
of all islanders who contributed in crafting this partnership 
with SCWA.” 

The Suffolk County Water Authority is an independent 
public-benefit corporation operating under the authority of 
the Public Authorities Law of the State of New York. Serv-
ing approximately 1.2 million Suffolk County residents, the 
Authority operates without taxing power on a not-for-profit 
basis.

SCWA ASSUMES OPERATION OF WEST NECK WATER DISTRICT

Shelter Island Approves Long-Term Agreement for
SCWA Management of West Neck Water District

Shelter Island Town Supervisor Gerry 
Siller and SCWA Board Chairman Patrick 
Halpin sign the long-term management 
agreement for SCWA to manage the 

West Neck Water District.




